
Signs of Quality Childcare:  

Accreditation

"The primary gauge of quality has been 
accreditation by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children… whose seal 

of approval is regarded as the gold standard by 
parents, educators and facilities."

The Wall Street Journal, March 24, 2006 

“…The gold standard of approval is 
accreditation by the National Association for 

the Education of Young Children. NAEYC 

For more information:

Kent Regional 4C

http://www.4cchildcare.org

National Association for the 

Education of Young Children.  

When you give to United Way, you are making a way better difference in the lives of children in our 
community.  United Way funds programs focused on parent and family support, early care and 
education, pregnant and parenting teens, and family health.  

the Education of Young Children. NAEYC 
carefully evaluates schools and childcare 

centers based on curriculum, teacher 
qualifications, class size, and health and safety 

standards; only about 8 percent of U.S. 
preschools are currently accredited.…”

- Parents Magazine, February 2007

“Getting the national accreditation is my 
legacy to Baxter. It says you are the best in 

daycare”
- Ms. Lacy, Baxter Community Center, Child 

Development Center, April 2007

Education of Young Children.  

http://www.naeyc.org/

Heart of West Michigan United Way

www.waybetterunitedway.org



Accreditation in Childcare

When you give to United Way, you are making a way better difference in the lives of families in our 
community. Heart of West Michigan United Way and Kent Regional 4C are working together to help 
more early childhood care and education programs become accredited.

In Kent County there are a total 

of 1,180 regulated child care 

centers, family child care homes, 

group child care homes, and 

preschools.  These programs 

have a combined capacity to 

enroll a total of 18,250 children 

from birth through school age.  

Each and every child attending 

these facilities has the right to 

high quality early childhood care high quality early childhood care 

and education. Earning national 

accreditation demonstrates high 

quality. 

In Kent County, of the total 

regulated programs, there are 

46 accredited programs with a 

combined capacity of 3,636 

children.

We are offering intensive 

support to early childhood care 

and education programs in Kent 

County so we can raise the 

quality of care and education 

leading to national 

accreditation.



What does high quality 
childhood care and 
education mean?

Children have greater success 
throughout their school days
A Families and Work Institute paper prepared for the 
Committee for Economic Development found that the 
differences in academic achievement between children who 
attended high quality early childhood care and education 
programs and those who didn’t, remained significant through 
age 21.

Parents, who feel good about the 
child care choice they made for their child care choice they made for their 
children are more productive 
employees
A survey of parents by the National Association of Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies (NACCRRA) completed in 2006 
indicated that parents’ work suffers when they cannot find 
quality child care.

Parents have support in raising their 
children birth to 5 years old
A Families and Work Institute survey highlights the importance 
of responsive interactions between young children and the 
adults in their lives to build sturdy brain architecture.  Parents 
who use quality early childhood care and education programs 
see this type of interaction modeled each day and know that it 
is happening in their absence.

Information courtesy of Kent Regional 4C.  For more information, visit  
4cchildcare.org.


